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WELCOME owen hughes
failed critics editor

Fuck the Queen. I really don’t 
care that it was her birthday 
this past weekend. Similarly, 

I couldn’t give two shits about St 
George’s Day either, for that matter.

No, the only birthday really worth 
celebrating recently is that of the 
Failed Critics Podcast reaching the 
ripe old age of four.

Episode one launched on 
Wednesday 25 April 2012, with 
three chaps who shared an interest 
in chatting about movies, getting 
together to vent their frustrations 
and lavish praise on films that they 
had recently stumbled upon.

Since then, we have published 
207 individual episodes of our main 
podcast, expanding to include various 
minisodes, spin-off podcasts and 
other bits and bobs. iTunes currently 
has 229 podcasts listed as available 
under The Failed Critics Podcast.

It’s bonkers.
When I was asked to join the team 

back in May 2012, I was initially rather 
hesitant about it. I didn’t personally 
know James Diamond (then running 
his ‘The Failed Critic’ blog and 
launching this very podcast) nor had I 

ever really conversed with host Steve 
Norman or Gerry McAuley.

I had no media experience. I’d 
never podcasted before. I rarely even 
listened to them myself.

But four episodes in, with Gerry 
about to take a sabbatical, I joined 
the group to help out temporarily 
and have been unable to escape ever 
since.

I’m not complaining. I have loved 
practically every minute of being a 
part of this shambolic malarky.

It’s silly, but I do feel an 
overwhelming sense of pride that this 
little project has continued for so long 
with only minor disruptions along 
the way. I feel even prouder knowing 
that every time we have reached one 
of these bumps in the road, there 
have been other people expressing a 
similar level of dedication to keep us 
going.

Please don’t think I’m referring 
solely to those who have contributed 
to the podcast by making an 
appearance or promoting it in some 
way.

Each podcast we release has 
hundreds of downloads - and I have 

no idea who the vast majority of these 
silent listeners are - but thanks!

There are those who tune in to the 
podcast (or perhaps have forgotten 
to remove it from their subscription 
lists) and never feel the need to 
communicate with us.

That’s absolutely fine. We haven’t 
created approximately 350 hours 
worth of content just so we can have 
compliments / scorn thrust upon 
us. We keep doing this thing, week 
after week, because we enjoy it. We 
enjoy talking about movies. We enjoy 
podcasting. We enjoy the company of 
the guests on the show.

We’ve covered everything in our 
four years; from new releases such 
as Avengers Assemble, to digital 
restorations like Le jour se leve. As 
revealed on our recent Hardcore 
Henry podcast, the only films out of 
bounds for discussion are those of 
a pornographic nature, no matter 
how many times Paul Field or Matt 
Lambourne try to squeeze them in!

With a bit of luck, we’ll be able to 
continue doing this for another four 
years, covering all sorts. I hope that 
you will all still be there to support us.

failed
critics

  
editor: Owen Hughes
contact:
@failedcritics
failedcritics@gmail.com
failedcritics.com
Disclaimer: This magazine is for educational purposes only and 
is not meant to be shared with anyone.

Someone tell Owen to put the camera down
and get back to recording podcasts instead

BIRTHDAY QUIZ
There’s nothing up for grabs, no prizes 
to be won, and barely any dignity to be 
sought.

Nevertheless, as we always kick-off the 
podcast with a brief quiz, why not see if 
you can beat our special birthday-themed 
magazine-only quiz?

Answers will be available on the back 
page should you feel like cheating -- I 
mean, checking your scores.

Question 1
Al Pacino turns 76 today. On this, the day 
of the Failed Critics birthday. But which 

role has he famously claimed to have 
turned down?
a) Han Solo, Star Wars
b) Brody, Jaws
c) Captain Willard, Apocalypse Now

Question 2
In Rocky IV, the Italian Stallion infamously 
presents Paulie with a robot butler for 
his birthday. But which of the following 
pictures is from the fourth Rocky movie?

         A                     B                    C

Question 3
Bilbo Baggins is pretty old, but how old is 
he as the “nasty little hobbitses” celebrate 
his birthday in Lord of the Rings: The 
Fellowship of the Ring?
a) 81     b) 111     c) 181

Question 4
Looks like the maid has hanged herself. 
What’s that? She did it for who? Say ihis 
name again. It’s all for “_______________” ?

Question 5
In Stanley Kubrick’s harrowing Vietnam 
war drama, Full Metal Jacket, who do the 
marines sing happy birthday to?
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It was a cold, dark night on the streets of Leicester when 
James Diamond’s parents were brutally gunned down in 
front of him on their way home from the theatre.
Things went from bad to worse as later that evening 

radioactive contaminants fell off the back of a lorry, 
spilling all over his body and face, blinding him forever.

He is also said to have crash landed on Earth in a space 
pod after evacuating his dying planet as a baby. It has 
almost been proven that he can breathe underwater and 
talk to fish. But let’s not test the theory.

All that can really be said is that it’s best to stay on his 
good side. You won’t like him when he’s angry.

In many ways, it was your typical origin story behind 
the birth of the Failed Critics Podcast. Barely worth 
describing, in fact. But cutting out all of the dizzying 
razzmatazz here’s the basics, so you can impress your 
friends with your enviable knowledge.

Believe it or not - probably should believe it as it’s 
true - Failed Critics started life out in the singular. The 
aforementioned James Diamond set up a WordPress blog 
called The Failed Critic in mid-December 2011 with the 
express intention of watching and reviewing all of the 
films in the IMDb Top 250 list, including re-watching the 
105 that he had already seen.

Now, clearly this was an impossible task.
Akin to Captain Scott attempting to traverse the 

perilous Antarctica, where so few had previously dared to 
tread; so too was James forced to retreat before reaching 
his fabled destination months into the expedition.

But it’s not all bad. It’s not like James died just a few 
classic Kurosawa’s away from reaching the target. At some 
point, he had the brilliant idea to start a podcast instead 
and turned to the film-reviewing community on the 
heterogeneous Football365 forum.

Up stepped experienced Born Offside host Steve 
Norman to lend a hand. Gerry McAuley added a third voice 
to the inaugural podcast released on 25 April 2012. 

The episode was scarcely a week old when The Failed 
Critic began to receive criticism on his newest venture.

“No one is going to listen to an hour and a half of a few 
nobodies.”

“Disappointed you’re picking such new films.”
“You need a new microphone.”
Valid suggestions. You do have to give people a reason 

to listen to a bunch of nobodies talk about old and/or new 
films for 90 minutes. And a new microphone was not going 
to hurt anyone.

Feedback has been instrumental in shaping the show 
over time. Rather than every episode including three full-
length sections - a new release review starting the show 
off, with a run through of three films each fitting the 
category of ‘Good’, ‘Bad’ and Ugly’, followed by a triple bill 
- the format was split into more digestible chunks. 

In July, The Failed Critic Podcast became available 
twice weekly; with an episode of Failed Critics Review, 
reviewing the latest movies, and a separate Failed Critics 
Present: Triple Bill available for download.

An earlier change had already seen an alteration to the 
lineup. On the fourth episode, Owen Hughes was added 
to the roster, shortly before Gerry began a brief leave of 
absence to recover from surgery.

Initially there as temporary cover, it proved impossible 
to get rid of Owen and so the trio became a foursome, 
which nobody ever referred to as a fAWESOME. But they 
could have. (But didn’t.)

Time marched on and the podcast expanded to include 
film festivals, whilst the website incorporated a host of 
guest writers, penning articles on everything from a career 
working in a cinema, to a five-fold “Decade in Film” series.

The often unsung hero of Failed Critics in the early 
days, Kate Diamond’s involvement in writing more and 
more frequently and coming up with brilliant new ideas 
steered the website in a positive direction.

On 30 October 2012, a Bond special podcast (published 
in conjunction with the biggest release that year, Skyfall) 
became the most downloaded episode. In fact, it remained 
the most popular episode for nearly three years, with only 
two other podcasts toppling it from its perch since.

By December, the Failed Critics were experimenting 
with all sorts of 
ideas.

An end of 
year awards 
c e r e m o n y 
e n c o u r a g e d 
listeners to 
send in their 
s u g g e s t i o n s 
for best film 
of the year 
amongst other 
c a t e g o r i e s . 
Harrison Ford 
became the 
first inductee to 
the newly established Corridor of Praise. Venture a couple 
of months into the new year and you would even find an 
episode live from the Glasgow Film Festival with special 
guests Dave McFarlane of Born Offside and Paul Fisher 
of The Write Club, but also the award winning comedy 
troupe Pappy’s.

Experimentation continued in 2013 as more and more 
written posts flooded the site - but a good flood. Like 
when a lorry container full of beer spills onto the road, or 
something.

It was not a year without regret as Gerry’s involvement 
became less and less until he found he could no longer 
commit to being a permanent member of the team in 
September.

But at least the Failed Critics podcast finally found a 
format that it could reliably stick to. Returning to a more 
manageable one episode per week, but still keeping triple 
bill episodes and main release reviews separate, the show 
continued unabated for a good 12 months.

Guests began to be invited onto the podcast every so 
often. Matt Lambourne arrived first, before the likes of 
Carole Petts, Mike Shawcross and Callum Petch made 
occasional appearances.

However, perhaps the biggest shock arrived in August 
2014.

A post simply titled “and like that *poof* he’s gone” 
(which is a reference to The Usual Suspects and not a 
homosexual slur, one might add) revealed that founder 
and increasingly infrequent contributor, James Diamond, 
was stepping down from his duties in charge of the slightly 
shambolic weekly podcast and film blog.

Although the post was tinged with sadness at his 
leaving, it was on to brighter and better things for the 
original Failed Critic.

Not to be perturbed, Owen and Steve were determined 
to continue the show that they had contributed so much 
time and effort to, with the former replacing James as 
head honcho.

Without too much disruption to readers and listeners, 
a former guest of the show, Carole, joined as a permanent 
member of the team.

Again, another setback was not too far around the 
corner. Inaudible sound quality plagued the show during 
much of the latter half of 2014. Poor internet connections 
that cut out during recordings of the show, issues in 
editing and the compressing of audio when uploading to 
the podcast host were flogging the flailing show. 

Listenership was down and complaints were up.
The kicker 

arrived in 
December when 
Carole also 
announced that 
she too could no 
longer continue 
to feature with 
any degree of 
regularity and so 
quit the podcast.

Once again, 
Steve and Owen 
were left to 
ponder their 
future; whether 

to pack it all in and call it quits, or think of an alternative 
way to keep afloat whilst swimming against the tide.

Conveniently, the astonishingly talented writer 
Callum Petch was driving more traffic to the website 
than ever before during this period. The podcast may 
have been severely hampered by technological and real-
life problems, but the popularity of the web content was 
through the roof.

Arguably the greatest contribution to the site to date 
has been Callum’s DreamWorks Animation retrospective, 
analysing every film in the studio’s catalogue with depth, 
wit and intelligence. Combined with box office reports 
every Monday and reviews of virtually every movie 
released in the cinema during 2014-through-15, the blog 
was more successful than ever.

A plan was devised to revamp the podcast entirely 
from January 2015 onwards, undergoing its most dramatic 
transformation since those first few months of its 
existence three years earlier.

Showing commitment to the cause, Steve Norman 
continued as 
host with Owen 
Hughes as 
producer.

A short two-
week hiatus at 
the end of 2014 
gave the pair 
enough time to 
prepare for the 
next few months 
that would make-
or-break Failed 
Critics.

A NEARLY 
FAILED 
HISTORY

Top left: The original 
logo debuted 25 Apr 
2012

Top right: Adding the ‘s’ 
on 13 Apr 2013

Bottom left: A new dawn 
with episode 150’s new 
logo on 3 Apr 2015

Almost taking its name literally on more 
than one occasion, Failed Critics ploughs on

owen hughes

“We’re never going to offer true expert analysis, or 
up-to-the-minute film news and interviews.
However, if you are at enough of a loose-end in 
your life that you want to hear 3 blokes talk about 
films that you may or may not have seen, then 
we’d love you to join us for an hour or so.”
James Diamond

The Cabin in the Woods has the dubious honour
of being the first film reviewed on the podcast

failed critics
noun
A pun. Like how film critics are failed 

filmmakers, we are just failed critics.
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Well aware themselves now of just how much time 
podcasting takes up, reluctant to invite one sole member 
to turn their duo back into a trio, a plan was hatched to 
begin a rota of guests.

Previous contributors such as Matt, Callum, Gerry 
and James returned for the odd episode, without having 
to dedicate vast quantities of their time. New blood also 
helped to revitalise the podcast; future full-time writer 
for the site and podcast favourite Andrew Brooker joined 
the guests-bank.Paul Field soon strode into town like an 
own-brand Marquis de Sade. Experienced podcaster Tony 
Black, of Black Hole Media, leant his professional voice to 
proceedings and was soon joined by members of the Best 
Comedy Award winning podcast Wikishuffle (Jack Stewart, 
Chris Wallace and Phil Sharman).

Combined with a vastly improved audio quality and 
more focussed output, more guests would eventually  join 
the team. Brian Plank debuted on an Avengers Minisode 
and became the go-to comic-book expert. Fellow Scot and 
award-winning author Escobar Walker slated Macbeth 
with Paul’s aid. Professional comedian James Mullinger 
helped induct the underappreciated Danny Dyer into the 
Corridor of Praise, with the assistance of film producer 
Jonathan Sothcott, becoming the most downloaded 
podcast ever in the process.

It’s a venture that led to the first spin-off podcast under 
the ‘Failed Media Network’, Underground Nights with Field 
and Mullinger. The first episode of which interviewed 
Wolf Cop director Lowell Dean, with the second featuring 
documentarian Joshua Ligairi.

Other strides were made in 2015 as a feeling of 
optimism returned and risks were taken. 

Ten minisodes were produced in the build up to 
Marvel’s release of Age of Ultron, each examining the 
previous movies in the shared universe. The very first 
podcast crossover, dubbed a Quizcast, was released in 
April that year. A YouTube account was set-up where clips 
from the podcast’s archive were uploaded.

There was even a five-hour long special triple-triple 
bill celebrating the podcast reaching a milestone of one 
hundred and fifty episodes. (Which is as gruelling to 
listen to as it was to record, except for the incredible new 
theme music created by professional musician James Yuill 
specifically for that episode.)

Listeners were even invited to watch 90’s cult horror 
The Blair Witch Project along with Steve, Owen, Brooker 
and Matt as they released a fan commentary in November.

The ship that sailed into 2015 was well and truly 
steadied. The rocket found its trajectory. The Zack Snyder 
film settled on a motion-speed.

A third of the year down and 2016 looks to continue in 
the same vein. A live-broadcast via YouTube marked the 
200th episode last month and the second Failed Critics 
hosted Quizcast coincided with this very digital magazine 
you’re reading right now.

The future of Failed Critics will no doubt face similar 
challenges to those experienced in its past, but hopefully 
you’ll agree that it has proved quite hardy over the years, 
even without the aid of billionaire parents, 20-20 vision, 
Earthly origins and the ability to breathe on land.

Danny Dyer was inducted into the Corridor of Praise in 2015.
Here he is starring in the Jonathan Sothcott produced Vendetta,
which also featured Underground Nights’ James Mullinger

JUST DO DIE HARD 
RIGHT, ALREADY
Listen up, Hollywood. Steve’s 
here to fix your Die Hard problem

Die Hard movies get worse the larger the area 
the film is set in. Think about it. Die Hard is 
the best, set in a skyscraper. The second film 

is second best and set in an airport. The third set in New 
York and the fourth set on the east coast of the USA. The 
fifth, which is utter bilge, is set in Russia and the Ukraine.

A Die Hard film also works best when McClane is 
working alone. Evidenced again by the first and second 
being superior to the latter three.

So my idea for the next Die Hard film takes us back to 
basics and back to what makes Die Hard great.

McClane. On his own. Family member in a bit of 
jeopardy. Against some bad people. Oh, it’s an 18 as well.

McClane’s kids are old enough to have kids now. I’ve 
seen enough American TV to know that on field trips (as 
in England) some parents go along to help chaperone.

So McClane is off on a field trip to the White House 
with his grandchild’s class.

They’re going around, getting the grand tour. I know 
we said he’s on his own - it’s not a buddy movie - but his 
old buddy Al from the first movie, and briefly the second, 
is now working as a security guard at the home of the 
POTUS.

Amidst all of this, terrorists have infiltrated the White 
House. I don’t want them to be ISIS or Islamic extremists, 
but nor should they be some weird tech genius like DH4.

More a mix of the Gruber brothers; politics and 
finance motivate them. Also more brute force and guns 
than hacking and stealth.

McClane will obviously go against what the superiors 
outside tell him to do. He has to protect his grandchild, 
the president and stop the terrorists. He will be a 
renegade, quipping and kicking ass from start to finish.

The film has to be an 18. It cannot be sanitized for a 
12A audience. It has to be as brutal as one, two and three.

I know that White House Down and Olympus Has Fallen 
might not make another White House siege movie that 
appealing a prospect, but this is Die Hard back to its best.

John McClane, on his own, facing off against some 
hench henchmen and a Brit with a dodgy European 
accent.

Yippee Ki-yay, mother fucker.

steve norman

Ho ho ho, now I have the PG-13 non-lethal machine gun

PROFILE:
Steve Norman has been the host of the Failed Critics 
Podcast since its very first episode, missing only a handful 
in the four years since then.
Regular listeners will know that this is not the first time 
Steve has pitched his idea for a new Die Hard sequel.
Keep dreamin’, Steve. It’s that eternal optimism that we 
love about you.
As well as Die Hard, Steve’s list of favourite films includes 
Star Wars (the original 3 - definitely not the prequels), 
Escape to Victory and Back to the Future.
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THE BEST OF 
2016 SO FAR
Nearly five months in, but 
long enough for Brooker to 
spot plenty of gems... 

Oscar season is done. We’ve 
had the hopeful winners 
trollied out for us to gaze 

at, paraded in front of us like starving 
models trying to find the energy to 
keep balance on their stupid heels as 
they wander down glass catwalks with 
their bits and pieces hanging out, 
trying to look happy about it all. 

We’ve had the inevitable dross 
after awards season and, with a few 
exceptions, we are smack bang in 
the middle of that sad little time 
between the good films of last year 
and the expensive rubbish of summer 
blockbuster season.

So, what could possibly be better 
than a “Best of...” list to just remind 
you of the films I think have shined 
brightest this year (so far).

CONCUSSION
Advertised heavily during 

Superbowl, but ignored by the big 
cinemas, you were lucky if this was in 
your area for more than a handful of 
shows.

The story of Dr. Bennet Omalu, 
the man that strived to prove the 
link between NFL football and 
serious, fatal brain damage against 
adversity, up against a company that 
“literally owns a day of the week”, is 
a compelling one.

Will Smith’s excellent 
performance perfectly portrayed 
the man’s years long struggle to be 
heard. Well worth your time.

Directed by Peter Landesman
Released: 12 February 2016

HIGH-RISE
Ben Wheatley isn’t one to shy 

away from a tough film, having 
already made his mark with the 
stellar Kill List and Sightseers, his 
name on a film lets you know you’re 
in for a ride.  High-Rise (picture: left)
is no different.

The latest resident of a new high-
rise block of flats, Tom Hiddleston’s 
Dr. Lang finds himself embroiled in 
a violent class war as those with the 
money at the top, taking from those 
at the bottom.

Snowpiercer in a tower block; this 
is Wheatley’s A Clockwork Orange in 
so many ways.

Directed by Ben Wheatley
Released: 18 March 2016

THE WITCH
Who would have guessed that one 

of the best horror films in years had 
zero jump scares?

100% atmosphere and religiously 
charged imagery, The Witch is one of 
those rare horror films that relies on 
the fears of those watching it - and 
doesn’t feel the need to artificially 
pad out its horror with blood and 
ghostly figures popping out from 
every shadow. 

Its terrifying sense of foreboding 
is enough to make even the heartiest 
of horror fans shake in their boots.  
Genius.

Directed by: Robert Eggers
Released: 11 March 2016

GREEN ROOM
A recent addition, I only watched 

this twelve hours ago.  But it’s just one 
of those films that you know is going 
to be on the end of year list once I get 
around to doing it in December.  

Punks vs neo-nazi skinheads might 
sound like the kind of thing you find 
on Steam’s early access games list, 
but it is, in fact, the premise for one 
of the most brutally, unforgivingly 
violent films you will see all year.  

With a stand out performance from 
Sir Patrick Stewart as the cold and cruel 
leader of this merry pack of boots and 
braces knuckle-draggers,  Green Room 
left me completely shell-shocked and 
in awe at the performances on screen.
Also included are gorgeous, but truly 
nasty attack dogs and some inventive 
uses for a stanley knife.  You’ve been 
warned.

Directed by Jeremy Saulnier
Released: 13 May 2016

andrew brooker

There has been a spattering of good films this
 year, including High-Rise, starring Tom Hiddleston

DEADPOOL
Anyone that has spent any time 

listening to the Failed Critics podcasts 
that I’ve appeared on, or glanced at 
my Twitter feed since February, knows 
just how much I adore this film.

With a record-setting ten trips to 
various cinemas to see Ryan Reynolds’ 
Merc with the Mouth over and over 
again, I am at a point now where 
I’ve pre-ordered the blu-ray and the 
digital release and I already know the 
script from start to finish.

The film that almost wasn’t a thing 
after Fox screwed up in the ghastly 
X-Men Origins: Wolverine, Deadpool 
manages to be an origin story, a 
comedy, a violent action film and a 
brutally satirical look at comic-book 
movies all at the same time.  Purposely 
offensive to absolutely everyone that 
watches it, I can honestly say that 
even at the tenth viewing, when I 
knew every joke that was coming, I 
still laughed my way through my 20th 
hour with Mr. Pool.

I can’t wait to watch it again.
Directed by Tim Miller
Released: 10 February 2016

That’s me. That’s my list.  It’s 
almost guaranteed that I’ll change 
my mind twelve or thirteen times 
between now and the end of the year, 
but at the moment, I think this is 
where I stand.

You saw me how 
many times in 
the cinema?!

Part 1: The future is now
Along with slightly less 
flexible tools like YouTube 
and Periscope, podcasts 
are continually changing 
the way we consume 
media.

In 2005-06, 
podcasting was seen as 
the future, given the huge 
success and popularity 
of XFM’s downloadable 
digest of The Ricky Gervais 
Show. First released for 
free, and subsequently 
developed into a paid-
for series earning record 
breaking download 
numbers, it created an 
enormous amount of 
hype around this exciting 
new platform.

Choosing when and 
where you want to listen 
to your favourite radio 
shows? Imagine the 
possibilities!

It was in the 
same year that Apple 
recognised the value of 
podcasts, incorporating a 
native podcast function 
into their iTunes software, 
making it even easier 
to discover new shows; 
and for new shows to be 
discovered.

I was no different. I 
got caught up in the hype. 
I had an iPod – or an iPod 
classic as they’re called 
these days – which only 
finally kicked the bucket 
a couple of years ago. I’m 
not loyal to any particular 
brand (I have an Android 
phone, a Windows laptop, 
a Playstation console and 
so on) but top of my list to 
Santa Claus that year was 
a new iPod classic. I loved 
that little gadget and I 
wasn’t prepared to give 
up on it yet.

Back in 2005, I never 
left the house without 
this little white electronic 
device in my pocket. After 

I had finally gotten over 
the fact that something 
so small had a 60GB hard 
drive that could hold 
all of my music and still 
have plenty of space for 
videos, audiobooks and 
photos, I set about filling 
that remaining void with 
podcasts.

And I did over the 
years. Adam & Joe’s 
6Music podcast, Kevin 
Smith’s SModcast, Russell 
Brand pre-Sachsgate; they 
all helped make my hour 
long commute to work on 
the bus fractionally more 
bearable through the 
early-adopter years.

These podcasts that 
used to get me through 
those tiresome treks 
to work, back when 
podcasting seemed to be 
the realm of professional 
writers and performers 
only.

Part 2: The revolution 
won’t be televised

Why, a decade after 
podcasts were proclaimed 
the next big thing, are we 
still waiting for this fabled 
podcast revolution? And 
what exactly does a 
podcast revolution look 
like?

Are we anticipating 
the death of radio, with 
the on-demand nature of 
podcasts to completely 
negate being dictated 
to when (and where) 
you can listen to shows 
made by professional 
writers, performers and 
broadcasters?

The answer to the 
latter question is fairly 
easy to answer. There’s 
no money in podcasts 
(particularly on the scale 
of radio) and so one will 
never replace the other.

Condensed radio 
shows that are made 

available for download 
– as the BBC do quite 
often to much success – 
is completely different to 
the amateur broadcasting 
that podcasting promises. 
The opportunity to get 
your voice heard on 
whatever subject you like.

Take Lore as an 
example. Writer Aaron 
Mahnke’s podcast shot to 
prominence in a very short 
amount of time because 
he had an interesting and 
creative idea; to tell the 
real nightmarish stories 
behind popular folklore. It 
might not get the amount 
of attention that season 
one of Serial achieved 
– the most downloaded 
podcast ever, with 
approximately 40 million 
downloads by the end of 
2014 – but even that had 
its roots in radio.

However, to answer 
the more pertinent 
question: I believe we 
are in the midst of this 
so-called revolution. 
It’s difficult to see that, 
because it’s always easier 
to review an event after 
it’s happened. But here, 
right now, is where we 
have the freedom to 
produce and publish our 
own shows – and there’s 
actually an audience for it.

To read all eight entries 
in the series, including an 
attempted explanation 
of what a ‘podcaster’ is, 
and how he does it, visit 
Owen’s blog at: 
ohughes86.wordpress.com

FROM THE ARCHIVE:
Back in October 2015, Owen rambled 
on in a series of eight articles all about 
podcasting. Here’s the first two parts.
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MEET 
THE 
CRITICS
Introducing the 
Failed Critics...
Podcast & Website Editor:
Owen Hughes
Five favourite films:
Night of the Living Dead (1968), 
2001: A Space Odyssey, The Passion 
of Joan of Arc, Jurassic Park, Predator
Who would play you in the movie 
of your life:
Jean-Claude Van Damme (I wish!)
Cinematic turn-offs: Anything 
accompanied by lyrics at the bottom 
of the screen

Podcast Host:
Steve Norman
Five favourite films:
Star Wars, Escape to Victory, Die 
Hard
Who would play you in the movie 
of your life:
Despite me wanting to say Brad Pitt 
or some handsome bastard it’d be 
either Jonah Hill in a few years time 
or the late, great John Candy
Cinematic turn-offs: Musicals. 

Writer and podcaster:
Andrew Brooker
Five favourite films: 
Fight Club, American History X, 
Aliens, Oldboy, Training Day
Who would play you in the movie 
of your life: 
I want Chris Hemsworth. I’ll get Seth 
Rogen
Cinematic turn-offs: Pointless, 
shoddy, Paint-By-Numbers remakes. 
Final films that are split into two.

Podcaster:
Paul Field
Five favourite films:
Memories of Murder, Carry On Up 
The Khyber, Clerks 2, Paradise Lost, 
Cinema Paradiso
Who would play you in the movie 
of your life:
The Stath….. No? Alright… Charles 
Hawtrey
Cinematic turn-offs: Movies made 
by accountants, usually Lionsgate 
horrors with a checklist to keep a 15 
certificate.

The rest of the profiles:
failedcritics.com/meet-the-critics/

The ‘Muslces from Brussells’ as the
‘scummy brummie’? Not likely.

BIRTHDAY QUIZ ANSWERS
Question 1

A) Han Solo

Question 2

A is Rocky IV

Question 3

B) 111 years old

Question 4

“Damien” (The Omen)

Question 5

Happy Birthday, Jesus!

Listen to Front Row with Owen 
and Paul, Tuesdays at 5pm 
only on Bucks101 Radio.
Or download the podcast (sans 
music) from:
failedcritics.com/front-row
Scan the QR code to listen to all the tracks from the show

To listen to either of the two 
episodes of...

...just go to:
failedcritics.com/underground-nights/


